
‘On the Line’ by Dell Leigh 

Page Title Topic described 

13 MIDNIGHT MEN Driving a night train south from Edinburgh. 

16 YOUR FISH The catch from boat to train at Grimsby. 

21 T.F. 1 On Train Ferry 1 to Zeebrugge. 

24 SPORT BEFORE BATTLE Berwick-on-Tweed, site of a battle between English and Scottish in 1333. 

29 THE BLUE ENSIGN The SS St Denis on a night sailing between Harwich and the Hook. 

32 A CAVE MAN With a track worker through a 2-mile tunnel between Leeds and Harrogate. 

35 AFTER DINNER At the golf hotel at Cruden Bay near Peterhead, Aberdeenshire. 

38 A CUP OF TEA In an Edinburgh signal cabin. 

43 ... AND SO TO BED On a sleeper from Kings Cross to Edinburgh. 

46 No. 1 BOX No. 1 signal box at Newcastle. 

51 CITIZENS AND A KING King Edward I at Berwick-on-Tweed. 

54 CERBERUS A ticket collector on the platform at a busy Liverpool Street. 

59 ABOVE AND BELOW On the SS Bruges, returning from Antwerp to Parkeston Quay. 

62 BULLS IN CHINA SHOPS The work of the customs sheds at Parkeston Quay. 

65 DEI EX MACHINA In the Train Control Office at Coatbridge, Scotland. 

68 A MODERN INFERNO Serving the blast furnaces at Middlesbrough. 

73 AN UNDERWORLD A coal mine in Yorkshire. 

76 THE FIVE JUST MEN The signal crew manning the station signal box at Liverpool Street. 

81 THREE PHASES Three stages in the history of York. 

84 SCOTLAND’S DAY Coping with a Scotland v England rugby international at Murrayfield. 

87 THE SHOPS The workshops at Doncaster. 

90 THOSE DAYS AND THESE At Scarborough, past and present. 

95 A CITY OF MEMORIES Edinburgh. 

98 JUPITER’S REALM On the footplate, from Kings Cross to Grantham. 

101 NIGHT WORK On the travelling post office between London and Edinburgh. 

104 THE SILVER CITY Aberdeen. 

106 DOG NIGHTS Security at Hull Docks. 

111 A TRANQUIL TRIP A round trip to Holland, using the Harwich to the Hook day boat service. 

114 THE CAPITAL OF GOLF Taking a look at a selection of the golf courses in Scotland. 

119 SHAPING THEIR ENDS A visit to Darlington Works. 

122 DAY IN, NIGHT OUT The parcels office at Kings Cross. 

127 HERRINGS The fish traffic at Yarmouth and Lowestoft. 

131 BITS OF HISTORY Some events in the history of York. 

134 A FIVER A weekend at the Felix Hotel in Felixstowe. 

139 THE IN AND OUT The locomotive running shed at Kings Cross. 

142 BRIDGE MEN The fifty men who work permanently on the Forth Bridge. 

145 DARK FLODDEN The battle between the English and the Scottish in 1513 in Northumberland. 

148 FROM A BEDROOM WINDOW In the Cruden Bay Hotel in Aberdeenshire, near Peterhead. 

151 PRIDE AND PROGRESS Wagon building at Shildon in Co. Durham. 

154 FISH AND FOLK Organising traffic workings at Edinburgh Waverley. 

159 “PASS THE MILK” Dealing overnight with London’s milk supply at Finsbury Park. 

162 MAN v NATURE Coping with temperature changes and strong winds on the Forth Bridge. 

167 BREAKFAST! On Aberdeen station, having just arrived by the sleeper train from London. 

170 FIVE BOB A TIME The sleeper depot at Boston in Lincolnshire. 

175 THE CHURCH MILITANT Durham, where the Scottish fought the English in 1346. 

178 LOWESTOFT LORE About kippers, bloaters, pickled herrings and Dover soles. 

180 ONE SUMMER DAY On the West Highland line to Mallaig. 

183 HIDDEN HANDS Interactions between the signal boxes on the approach to Liverpool Street. 

186 THE MERRY-GO-ROUND Scarborough. 

191 A QUIET INTERLUDE A pleasant journey north on the Flying Scotsman. 

194 ALARUMS AND EXCURSIONS The staff who deal with the overnight traffic at York. 

197 THE LAST JOURNEY A Kings Cross driver, due to retire, about to make his final run. 


